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No Of Questions

u 2011 04
u 2014 04
0 2015 12
U 2016 14
u 2017 06
u 2018 06
u 2019 04
u 2020 03
U 2021 01
U 2022 13
U 2023 13
U 2024 13

U 2025 9
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Q1).Recently, the USA decided to support India's membership @ epy Classe:
In_multl -Tateral _export confrol regimes called the "Australia MAaipning Toppers
Group” and the "Wassenaar Arrangement” . What s the
difference between them?

1. The Australia. Group is an informal arrangement which aims to
allow exporting countries to minimize the risk of assisting
chemical and biological weapons proliferation, whereas the
Wassenaar Arrangement is a formal group under the OECD
holding identical objectives.

2. The Australia Group comprises predominantly of Asian, African
and North American countries, whereas the member countries of
Wassenaar Arrangement are predominantly from the European
Union and American continents.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly

b) 2only

c) Bothland 2

d) Neither 1nor 2
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The 4 Major Multilateral Export
Control Regimes (MECRS)

Regime Focus Area Year Established
Nuclear Suppliers Nuclear materials, 1974
Group (NSG) equipment, technology

Missile Technology Delivery systems for

Control Regime . 1987
(MTCR) WMDs (missiles, UAVS)
Wassenaar Conventional arms,

dual-use goods and 1996
Arrangement (WA) technologg/
Australia Group (AG) Chemical and biological 1985

weapons control

India's Membership
Status

Not a member (still
pending)

Joined in 2016

Joined in 2017

Joined in 2018
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AThe Wassenaar Arrangementon Export Controls for
Conventional Arms and Dual -Use Goods and Technologies

AThe Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), for the control of nuclear
related technology

AThe Australia Group (AG) for control of chemical and
biological technology that could be weaponized.

AThe Missile Technology Control Regime for the control of
rockets and other aerial vehicles capable of delivering
weapons of mass destruction.
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Australia Group

AThe Australia Group is a multilateral export
control regime (MECR) and an informal
group of countries (now Joined by the
European Commission) establishedin 1985

AThe Purpose was to help membercountries to
identify those exports which need to be
controlled so as not to contribute to the
spread of chemical and biological weapons.
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Australia Group

AThe group, initially  consisting of 15
members held its first meeting In Brussels,
Belgium, in June 1985

AWith the incorporation of India on January
19, 2018 it now has43 members

AThis includes Australia, New Zealand, the
European Commission, all 27 member states
of the EU, UK, the USA, Canada, India,
Ukraine, and Argentina .
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e - Argentina (1993)
e ga Australia (1985)
* o Austria (1989)

« ] J} Belgium (1985)
o g Bulgaria (2001)
e J+J Canada (1985)
e == Croatia (2007)

e «~ Cyprus (2000)
s Czech Republic (2004)
o o Denmark (1985)
o B Estonia (2004)
o wf= Finland (1991)

e ] )] France (1985)

o Bl Germany (1985)
e := Greece (1985)

e — Hungary (1993)
o ofem Iceland (1993)
o India (2018)

ol N Ireland (1985)

o J J italy (1985)

e @ Japan (1985)

International organisations |edit]
o [ European Commission (1985)

www.sleepyclasses.com

e (@, South Korea (1996)
o mm Latvia (2004)

o g Lithuania (2004)

® = Luxembourg (1985)
o [ Malta (2004)

* -l Mexico (2013)

o o Netherlands (1985)
o il New Zealand (1985)
* H= Norway (1986)

* g Poland (1994)

. Portugal (1985)

* ] ] Romania (1995)

* 15 Slovakia (1994)

s g Slovenia (2004)

e = Spain (1985)

o o= Sweden (1991)

* 3 Switzerland (1987)

. Turkey (2000)

o ™R Jkraine (2005)

¢ Ei= United Kingdom (1985)
¢ B= United States (1985)
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Joined January 19, 2018

An informal forum of countries (currently 42
members + EU) working to prevent the
spread of chemical and biological weapons
through better export controls.

What is the Australia Group?

- First South Asian country to become a

member.

-l ndi ads inclusion recognized its strong non
proliferation record.

- Strengthened India's position as a

responsible stakeholder in preventing the

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction

(WMDs).

I ndi ads Significance

- Easier access to highend chemicals,
biological agents, and related technology.

-Boost for I ndiads chemical Il ndustry and
Benefits for India biotechnology sectors.
-Strengthens I ndiads case for membership in

the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) , which
is still pending.

- Aligns its export controls with Australia
Group guidelines.

- Actively participates in technical
discussions.

- Works toward strengthening multilateral
non-proliferation efforts.

Il ndi ads Contributions

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Wassenar Arrangement

AThe Wassenaar Arrangement is an elite club
of countries which subscribe to arms export
controls, similar to the Nuclear Suppliers
Group and the Missile Technology Control
Regime.

AThe

pody came into being in 1996to succeed

the Cold War-era Coordinating Committee for

Multi

ateral Export Controls.

AThe name comesfrom Wassenaar, a suburb of
The Hague, where the agreement to start such
a multi -lateral cooperation was reached In
1995
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Wassenar Arrangement

AThe WA has 42 members, the latest
entrant being India.

AWith the exception of China, all the
other permanent members of the U.N.
Security Counclil are signatories of the
WA, which Is headqguartered In
Vienna.

AThe 23rd plenary session of the WA,
held over 6-7/ December 2017
concluded with India being admitted
as the latest member of this elite

group .
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Wasse n ar Arran g e m e nt @Awa‘k‘ek{mﬁ %OPPIer;s s

AThe Wassenaar Arrangement is a
voluntary export control regime.

AThe Arrangement, formally established

in July 1996 has 42 members who
exchange information on transfers of
conventional weapons and dual-use
goods and technologies.
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Wasse n ar Arran g e m e nt Awa.k;m';ag ’;’opp.e}'s e

ADual -use refers to the ability of a good
or technology to be used for multiple
purposes - usually peaceful and
military .

AWassenaarAr r a n g e Beenetariatss
In Vienna, Austria .
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Joined

What is the Wassenaar Arrangement?

I ndi ads Significance

Benefits for India

I ndi ads Contributions

www.sleepyclasses.com

December 8, 2017

A group (currently 42 members) that controls the
export of conventional arms and dual -use goods
and technologies to promote regional and
international security.

- First South Asian country to be admitted.
-Recognition of I ndiads
power adhering to non -proliferation norms.

- Strengthened India’'s image as a rising
technological and defense power.

- Access to critical dual-use technologies (e.g.,
electronics, aerospace materials, information
security equipment).

- Enhances defense and hightech manufacturing
sectors.

- Facilitates better collaboration with major global
arms exporters.

- Has updated its export control lists to be
Wassenaarcompliant.

- Participates in annual plenary meetings and
technical group discussions.

- Advocates balancing national security concerns
with fair access to technologies for peaceful
purposes.
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0Q2).Southeast Asia has captivated the attention of global -

; ; . My Awakening Toppers
community over space and time as a geo strategically
significant reqgion. Which among the following iIs the most
convincing explanation for this global perspective?

a) It was the hot theatre during the SecondWorld War
b) Its location between the Asian powers of China and India

c) It was the arenaof superpower confrontation during the Cold War
period

d) Its location between the Pacific and Indian oceans and its pre-
eminent maritime character
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_ _ , GDP (PPP)
Area Population  Density | GDP (nominal), _ _
State ¢ 3 o ¢ 2 g ¥ percapita, ¢ HDI (2019 report) ¢ Capital 4
(A (20207 " (km?) | USD(2020)" i
Int$ (2020)"*
~, Brunei 5,765“8] 437 479 741 12,003,000,000 $85,011 0.838 | Bandar Seri Begawan
I Cambodia | 181,035 16,718,965 90| 25.192,000,000 85,044 0.594 | Phnom Penh
b East Timor | 14,8740 1267974 85| 1777000000 $5,321 0.606 | Dl
W ndonesia | 1.904.56912'1 267 670543 141 | 1.059.638.000,000 $14.841 0.718 | Jakarta
K Laos 23680022 7061507 30| 18.820,000,000 68,684 0.613 | Vientiane
EE Malaysia | 32984710 31528,033 96 | 337,008,000,000 §34,567 0810 | Kuala Lumpur*
g2 Myanmar | 6765782 53,708,320 79| 81257.000,000 §7.220 0583 | Nay Pyi Taw
W Philippines | 300,000 106,651,304 356 | 361,489,000,000 $10,094 0.718 | Manila
O Singapore | 719240 5757499 8005 339,981,000000  $105,689 0938 | Singapore
mm Thailand | 513120771 69428453 135! 501.712,000,000 621 361 0.777 | Bangkok
B8 Vietnam | 331210 95,545,962 288 | 343 114,000,000 88,677 0.704 | Hanoi
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Explanation ¢

ASoutheast Asia is located between Indian Ocean on
the west and the Pacific Oceanon the east.

AThere are Major Shipping Routesin This Region.

AThis region lies in the SeaPassagebetween East Asia
on one side and the Middle East Mediterranean
World .
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Q3).With reference to "Look EastPolicy" of India, consider the i Sleepy Classes
: ¢ Awakening Toppers
following statements:

1. India wants to establish itself asan important regional player
In the EastAsian affairs.

2. India wants to plug the vacuum created by the termination
of Cold War.

3. India wants to restore the historical and cultural ties with its
neighbours in Southeastand EastAsia.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly

b) 1and 3only

c) 3only

d 1,2and 3
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Explanation

Alndia's Look East policy is an effort to cultivate
extensive economic and strategic relations with the
nations of Southeast Asia to bolster its standing as a
regional power and a counterweight to the strategic
Influence of the People'sRepublic of China.

Alnitiated in 1991, it marked a strategic shift in
n d ipargpactive of the world .

AHence, Statement 1 is Correct while Statement 2 is
ncorrect.
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Alt was developed and enacted during the government
of Prime Minister Narsimha Rao.

AAfter a couple of decades,| n d i AxtéEsast Policy,
which was announcedin 2014 by the Prime minister
Narendra Modi's administration, becamea successor
to the Look-EastPolicy.

AAct East focuses not only on Political Co-Operation
but also Cultural and Strategic Relationship between
India and Asia Pacific Region.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Q4).The "New START" treaty was in the news. What is this 5 Sleepy Classes
(52 Awakening Toppers
treaty? g Topp

Q' 1

a) Itis a bilateral strategic nuclear arms reduction treaty
between the USA and the Russian Federation

b) Itis a multilateral energy security cooperation treaty among
the members of the East Asia Summit

c) Itis atreaty between the Russian Federation and the
European Union for the energy security cooperation

d) It is a multilateral cooperation treaty among the BRICS
countries for the promotion of trade
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04).The "New START" treaty was in the news. What is this
treaty?

a) Itis a bilateral strategic nuclear arms reduction treaty
between the USA and the Russian Federation

b) It is a multilateral energy security cooperation treaty among
the members of the East Asia Summit

c) Itis a treaty between the Russian Federation and the
European Union for the energy security cooperation

d) It is a multilateral cooperation treaty among the BRICS
countries for the promotion of trade

&
<
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@Awa‘k‘e‘mﬁg %opp.er‘s s
Simpler Understanding

AThink of the New START Treaty like a
peaceful cricket match between two
rival teams (US and Russia)

AThe treaty setsthe maximum number of
players and balls each team can have,
allows the umpires to check the field
and ensures neither side cheats n so
that the match doesn't turn into a violent
brawl .
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ASTART | (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) was
a bilateral treaty between the United States and
the Soviet Union on the reduction and the
limitation of strategic offensive arms.

AThe treaty was signed on 31 July 1991and entered
Into force on 5 December1994

AThe treaty barred its signatories from deploying
more than 6,000 nuclear warheads and a total of

1,600 intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs)
and bombers
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Explanation

ASTART negotiated the largest and most complex
arms control treaty Iin history.

Al t filad implementation in late 2001 resulted in
the removal of about 80% of all strategic nuclear
weapons then in existence

AProposed by US President Ronald Reagan, it was
renamed START | after negotiations began on
START II.

AThe treaty expired on 5 December 2009.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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&1
Explanation <)

AOn 8 April 201Q the replacement New
START Treaty was signed in Prague by
US President Barack Obama and Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev.

AFollowing its ratification by the US Senate
and the Federal Assembly of Russia, the
treaty went into force on 26 January
2011

AThis extended deep reductions of
American and Soviet or Russian strategic
nuclear weapons through February 2026

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Explanation

AFor over 50 years, but especially since the
end of the cold war, the United States and
the Russian Federation (formerly the Soviet
Union) have engagedin a series of bilateral
arms control measuresthat have drastically
reduced their strategic nuclear arsenalsfrom
a peak of around 60,000

AThe most recent of those measures,the New
START Treaty, Ilimits the number of
deployed strategic nuclear weapons to 1,550
per State
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Provisions of Treaty

AUnder the Treaty, America and Russia
cannot deploy more than 1,550 strategic
nuclear warheads and more than 700
long -range missiles and bombers.

Alt also limits each country to 800
deployed and non-deployed launchers
and delivery venhicles.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Present Status (2025) By

AExtended: In 2021by 5 more years (so now valid till 2026.

ATensions: In 2023 Russia said it would "suspend
participation” citing US hostility, but hasn't formally
withdrawn .

Alnspections : Currently suspended because of political
tensions, but limits still technically apply .
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Putin SUSPENDS NEW START Treaty - Feb 2023

APutin  said the North

Atlantic  Treaty

Organisation (NATO) and the U.S. wanted to

Ol nfdgtcrtadteefgenacRussia and ot r y

to get to our nuclear facilities at the same

time.0

AMr. Putin argued that whi
pushed for the resumption
Russian nuclear facilities und

AOn the other hand, NA

le the U.S. had
of inspections of
er the treaty.

'O alliles were

helping Ukraine  mount ¢

rone attacks on

Russian air bases hosting nuclear-capable

strategic bombers.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800

-890-3043

@ Awakening Toppers



.Slecp v Classes

Awakening Toppers

Type of Information Under New START

New missiles entering the force Each party provides 48-hours notice before a solid-
fueled ICBM leaves a production facility

Basing location of treaty- Each party provides notification of its associated
accountable missiles base or facility
Status change for missiles Each party provides notification when missiles

become deployed or non-deployed and sent to
declared facilities.

Advance Notice of Major Each party provides notification at least 2 weeks
Strategic Exercises prior to a major strategic exercise involving heavy
bombers and notifies again within 2
days following the exercise’s conclusion.
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05).Recently, a series of uprisings of people referred to as
'Arab Spring' originally started from

a) Egypt
b) Lebanon
Cc) Syria
d) Tunisia
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AN TopPerE

AArab Spring began with the overthrow of ruler
Tunisia, Ben Ali who fled to Saudi Arabia

AThe Arab Spring is a revolutionary wave of
demonstrations, protests and civil wars in the
Arab world that began on 18 December 2010
and spread throughout the countries of the
Arab League.

Alt originally started from Tunisia.
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Explanation

(EF2 Awakening Toppers

AOn December 17, 201Q a young Tunisian who
sold vegetables from a barrow set himself afire
to protest against police harassment

AMohamed Bouazizi died on January 4, 2011, but
not before his gesture went viral, sparking
protests against the cost of living and the

C O uUnNnt raythordarian President Zine El
Abidine BenAli .

ABenA | i28y®ar-rule ended 10 days later when
ne fled to Saudi Arabia, becoming the first

eader of an Arab nation to be pushed out by
popular protests.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Mubarak out

AOn January 25, 2011, thousands of Egyptians marched
In Cairo, Alexandria and other cities, demanding the
departure of President Hosni Mubarak, who had been
In power for 30years.

AOn February 11, as more than a million took to the
streets, Mubarak resigned and handed control to the
military .

AThe Muslim Brotherhood-linked government of
Mohammed Morsi was electedin 2012

ABut was overthrown the following year by the military
led by the general, now president, Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi.
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Libya Explodes

AThe same day the Bahrain protests started, the
Libyan police used force to break up a sit-in
against the government in the second city,
Benghazi.

AThe c ou nt fdegdérs Muammar Gaddafi
pledged to hunt down the O r a tomosing
him .

AThe uprising turned into a civil war with

French, British and American air forces
Intervening against Gaddafi.
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Libya Explodes i

AOn October 20, 2011, Gaddafi was
captured and killed in his home region of
Sirte by rebels who found him hiding in a

storm drain.
AThe country is now split between rival
eastern and western-based

administrations .
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Syria Follows IR 3Ioepy Slass

AOn March 6, 2011, a dozen teenagers
tagged the wall of their school In
southern Syriawith o Yotwm, doct or O,
referring to President Bashar al-Assad, a
trained ophthalmologist .

AThe torture of the youths sparked mainly
peaceful protests at first and calls for
democratic reform.
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Syria Follows

ABut with violent repression by the
government, the revolt turned into civil

war .

AS y r iwardlso contributed to the rise of
the ISIL (ISIS) group and renewed
conflict In neighbouring Iraq,
culminating In a genocidal attack on
minorities In the north of the country.
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Wave of Arab Spring

What happened after the

Arab Spring?

Government was
overthrown and there was
a successful transition to
democracy.

Government was
overthrown and the
new government is
still developing.

Government was
not overthrown, but
changes were made.

. Fighting a civil war
. Protests were stopped, no

major changes were made.

www.sleepyclasses.com
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/Kuwait
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Political Situation in Tunisia (2025)

APresidential Power Consolidation :
Since invoking emergency powers
iIn July 2021, President Saied has
dissolved the parliament,
suspended the constitution, and
ruled by decree

AHe has restructured key
Institutions, including the judiciary
and electoral commission, to fall
under his control .
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Political Situation in Tunisia (2025)

A2024 Presidential Election: In October
2024 Saied was re-elected with 90.7% of
the vote amid a 28.8% voter turnout .

AThe election was widely criticized for
lacking fairness, as major opposition
candidates were barred or imprisoned, and
the electoral law was amended shortly
before the vote to limit judicial oversight.
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Political Situation in Tunisia (2025)

AEconomic Instability : Tunisia faces a
severe economic crisis, with public debt
reaching $425  bilion and youth
unemployment exceeding 30%.

ANegotiations  with  the International
Monetary Fund have stalled, and the
government's reluctance to Implement
reforms has exacerbatedthe situation .
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Political Situation in Tunisia (2026)

ATunisia has been living under a state of
emergency for more than a decade, and In
early 2026Saled extended it by another 11
months (until Dec 31, 2026.

AThis measure, initially temporary, hasbeen
normalized asa governance tool.
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Political Situation in Tunisia (2026)

AHuman rights groups and critics say this
enables widespread arbitrary detentions,
trials of political opponents, journalists,
and lawyers on vague charges such as
terrorism  or conspiracy, effectively
shrinking civic space
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0Q6).Consider the following countries : Awakmg Toppes
Denmark

Japan

Russian Federation

United Kingdom

United States of America

Whi ch of the above are the members of t
a) 1,2and3

b) 2,3and 4

c) 1,4and5

d 1,3and5

a M w0bhPE
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0Q6).Consider the following countries :
Denmark

Japan

Russian Federation

United Kingdom

United States of America

Whi ch of the above are the members of t
a) 1,2and3

b) 2,3and 4

c) 1,4and5

d 1,3and5
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Arctic Councll

AArctic region consists primarily of three key
components:

1. The Arctic Ocean
2. The Land territories of the Arctic states

3. The Seaterritories of the Arctic states
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Arctic Council States

1.Canada

2.Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroe
Islands)

3.Finland

4 |celand
5.Norway
6.Russia
7.Sweden
8.United States
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£ Greenland (Kingdom of Denmark)
9 Canada

[ Alaska (USA)

3 Russian Federation

Norway

I8 Other coutries

—— Arcticcircle
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Arctic

) Sieep U
Awakem'ng Toppers

AThe Arctic Ocean, recognised asthewor | d & s

smallest and shallowest ocean, Is
surrounded by 5 countriesin Canada,
Denmark (Greenland), the United States
(US), Russia,and Norway .

AThe countries are often referred to as the
Arctic coastal states
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BB 23ISRy Ciosses
Governance: The Arctic Councill

ADue to the peculiar conditions, inhospitable nature,
and general lack of state assetsand capabilities In
the region, the Arctic necessitated a novel
governance structure.
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The Arctic Councll

AEstablished in 1996 under the Ottawa
Declaration of 1996

AThe Arctic Council was established as a high-
level intergovernmental forum by the Arctic
States1 the five Arctic coastal states plus
Sweden, Finland, and Iceland.
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India & Arctic

VI n d I assp@ation with Arctic is over 100
years old, having beenone of the original High
Contracting Parties to the Svalbard (formerly
Spitsbergen) Treaty in February 192Q

V The treaty was signed on 9 February 1920and
submitted for registration in the League of
Nations Treaty Serieson 21 October 1920

V Even today, the Treaty provides the right of
visa-free accessand conduct of economic and
commercial activities to the citizens of India In

Svalbard.
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India & Arctic bpSlecp ¢

X Awa.kénl'hg 'foppers o

VIndia got a Permanent Observer status in the
Arctic Council in 2013 along with other Asian
States,China, Japan, Singapore and South
Korea.

VI n d ifirgat@cgentific expedition to the Arctic
Ocean in 2007

VI ndi an r es ehirngahdatNyat 1 on 0
Alesund was dedicated to the nation in 2008.

ViIndia is the only developing country apart
from China to have an Arctic research base.
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Observer States- Arctic Council

Arctic Council

[l Permanent Member States That
Border The Arctic

[l Permanent Member States
[l Observer States

[Z] Pending Observer States
(Turkey, EU)

www.sleepyclasses.com
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* Germany, 1998
 Netherlands, 1998
 Poland, 1998

e United Kingdom, 1998
* France, 2000

e Spain, 2006

¢ China, 2013

e India, 2013

e [taly, 2013

e Japan, 2013

» South Korea, 2013
e Singapore, 2013

e Switzerland, 2017
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India 0Russia Arctic Partnership BB ™
Formalised (Dec 2025)

ADuring Russian President Vladimir Put i nd s
state visit to New Delhi in December 2025
India and Russia signed an agreement

formalising military access for India to
Russian Arctic facilities and ports.

AThis deepens strategic ties and expands
| n d I opdyasional presence in the Arctic

region through logistical cooperation with
Russia
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Q7).Consider the following pairs : Region often in news
COU ntry M Y34 Awakening Toppers

1. Chechnya : Russian Federation

2. Darfur : Mali

3. Swat Valley : Iraq

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ?
a) 1only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1and 3 only

d 1,2and3
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Q7).Consider the following pairs : Region often in news
Country

E8) s wakening Toppers
1. Chechnya : Russian Federation
2. Darfur : Mali
3. Swat Valley : Iraq
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1and 3 only
d 1,2and3
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Explanation Sleepy Classes

AAIl regions were affected by some conflict,
DARFUR Is In Sudan, Swat Valley Is In
Pakistan

AThe southern Russian republic of Chechnya has
long been a boiling point for conflict with
Moscow In the restive North Caucasus

ASeparate conflict that remained unresolved
enteredon the Darfur region in western Sudan.

ASwat District is a district in Malakand Division
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan.
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Chechen Conflict

AChechnya Conflict was the centuries-long
ethnic and political conflict, often armed,
between the Russian, Soviet and Imperial
Russian governments and various Chechen

forces.

AThe recent phase of the conflict started after the
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 and
ended with the oppression of the Chechen
population and crushing of the separatist
movement in 2017
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Darfur Genocide

AThe Darfur genocide is the systematic killing
of ethnic Darfuri people which has occurred
during the War in Darfur and the ongoing War
In Sudan (2023present) in Darfur .

Alt has become known as the first genocide of
the 21st century.
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Darfur Genocide

AThe genocide, which is being carried out
against the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa ethnic
groups, has led the International Criminal
Court (ICC) to indict several people for crimes
against humanity, rape, forced transfer and
torture..

AAn estimated 200000 people were killed
between 2003and 2005
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08).With reference to a grouping of countries known as L Sleepy Classes
BRICS, consider the following statements PSP TToppers

1. The First Summit of BRICS was held in Rio de Janeiro in 2009
2. South Africa was the last to join the BRICS grouping.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?
a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both1land?2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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0Q8).With reference to a grouping of countries known as Iy Sleepy Classes
BRICS, consider the following statements B Wakering (Toppers

1. The First Summit of BRICS was held in Rio de Janeiro in 2009
2. South Africa was the last to join the BRICS grouping.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?
a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both1land?2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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EXPLANATION

AFirst BRICS summit was held in 2009 in Russia, second
statement is correct.

ABRICS is the acronym for an association of five major
emerging national economies

ABrazil Russialndia China and South Africa.

AThe grouping was originally known as 0 B R I&fore the
Inclusion of South Africa in 201Q

AThe BRIC first formal summit held in Yekaterinburg
commenced on 16 June 2009
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Nom. PPP Nom. PPP
Population GDP GDP GOP GDP GDP Foreign
(in bil. bil. g e growth Exchange
Country $ $ $ ¢ capita ¢ capita ¢ ¢
Thousands) uUsbD UsD USD UsD (2018 Reserves
(2018)P0I71 | (2022 (2022 (2022 (2020 | est)d (202160
est.)P8 | est)P8l | est)®8 | est.)8l
E&3 Brazil A210,869.000 1,363 4,593 6,450 | 17,016 | A1.0% | $355,620 million
mm Russia A143,964.709 1,464 4,519 9972 | 30,820 | A1.6% | $600,900 million
=== India S 389 76 3,440 14,363 | 2,505 | 9,027 | A7.1% | $633,894 million
il China 415 345 008 14,860 | 29471 | 10,873 | 20,984 | A6.7% | $3,198,200 million
out rica Ao/, X ; ; Al.4% . milion
5= South Afri 57,398.421 370 834 6,193 | 13,965 1.4% $53,760 milli
Average A627,060.914 37537 | 8,119.9 | 7,922 | 19,041 | A35% | $986,994 million
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Sr.

No.

Date(s)

Host country

Host leader

Location

Notes

16 June 2009

m Russia

Dmitry
Medvedev

Yekaterinburg (Sevastianov's House)

The summit was to discuss the global recession taking
place at the time, future cooperation among states, and
trade. Some of the specific topics discussed were food,
trade, climate trade, and security for the nations. They
called out for a more influential voice and representation for
up and coming markets. Note at the time South Africa was
not yet adritted to the BRICS organization at the ime.[*!

2nd

19 April 2010

Brazi

Luiz In4cio
Lula da Silva

Brasilia (/tamaraty Palace)

Guests: Jacob Zuma (President of South Africa) and Riyad al-Mallki
(Foreign Minister of the Palestinian National Authoriy). The second
summit continued on the conversation of the global
recession and how to recover. They had a conversation on
the IMF, climate change, and more ways to form
cooperation among states.

3rd

14 April 2011

Bl China

Hu Jintao

Sanya (Sheraton Sanya Resort)

First summit to include South Africa alongside the original BRIC
countries. The third summit had nations debating on the
global and internal economies of countries.*’

Sleepy Classes
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4th | 29 March 2012

EmE ‘
|

Manmohan
Singh

New Delhi (Taj Mahal Hotel)

The BRICS Cable announced an optical fibre submarine
communications cable system that carries telecommunications
between the BRICS countries. The fourth summit discussed
how the organization could prosper from the global
recession and how they could take advantage of that to
help their economies. BRICS had the intention of improving
their global power and to provide adequate development
for ther state.

Sth | 26-27 March 2013

D South Africa

Jacob Zuma

Durban (Durban ICC)

The fifth summit discusses the New Development Bank
proposition and Contingent Reserve Agreement. BRICS
also announced the Business Council and its Think Tank

Council 4

6ih  14-17 July 2014

B8] Brezi

Dilma
Rousseff

Fortaleza (Centro de Eventos do Ceara)*

BRICS New Development Bank and BRICS Contingent Reserve
Arrangement agreements signed.

Guest: Leaders of Union of South American Nations
(UNASURY 7] The members of BRICS conversed with
each other about political coordination, development, and
economic growth. They established the Fortaleza
Declaration and Action Plan. 2
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Joint summit with SCO-EAEU, The seventh summit discussed

Viadimir
Tt -9 July 2015 g Russia ¥ Ufa (Congress Hall* global, economic problems, and beter ways to foster
utin
cooperation among member states.
Joint summit with BIMSTEC. The eighth BRICS summit
| Narendra debated on topics ke counter-terrorism, economies, and
Bth | 15-16 October 2016 | o India | Benauim (Taj Exotica) | | |
Mod climate change. BRICS also isstied the Goa Declaration
and Acton Plan, hoping to harden thir reationships ™
Jointsummit with EMDCD. The ninth summit was an event that
talked about a bright future for BRICS and what their goals
, o Xiamen (Xiamen Intemational Conference | ,
O 3-9September 2017 | jg China | Xi Jinping o intend to be. They stil covered and debated on
enter
) International and regional issues with one another; hopeful
to keep moving forwarg !
| The tenth summit had the members discuss their rising
- | Cyr Johannesburg (Sandton Convention S -
10t 25-27 July 2018 D South Afrca Industries. Hoping they can cut a bigger slice of the
Ramaphosa | Centre)

industry market.
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The eleventh summit discussed
advancements in the BRICS's
science and innovation fields.
Primarily trying to advance

13-14 November , Jair 55 o
11th Brazil Brasilia (Itamaraty Palace)>”! technology and digital currency.
2019 Bolsonaro
They made mutual agreements
to help stop drug trafficking and
organized crime; both
internationally and internally
Joint summit with SCO. Discussing
21-23 July 2020 ,
a mutual agreement on helping
(postponed due to _
BRICS member countries to
COVID-19 o o
63 , Viadimir 65 help foster better living
12th | pandemic)® g Russia | Saint Petersburg®”) o
Putin standards and quality of life for
17 November 2020
, each country's people. Plans on
(video _ .
64 focusing on peace, economies,
conference) ! ——
and cultural societal issues. %
9 September 2021 Narendra
13th | . P == India | New Delhi BRICS Games 202119
(video conference) Modi
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14th

23 June 2022 (video
conference)

Bl China

Xi Jinping

Beijing

A major development on the
summit was creation of a new,
basket type reserve currency.
The currency, which is
challenging US dollar, combines
BRICS currencies and is backed
by precious metals.

15th

22-24 August 2023

D= South Africa

Cyril
Ramaphosa

Johannesburg (Sandton Convention
Centre)

Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran,
Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates were invited to
join the bloc. Full membership
was scheduled to take effect on
1 January 2024.1471%] On
December 29, 2023, the
Government of Argentina sent a
letter to all BRICS leaders
officially declining the invitation
to join the bloc.'! Saudi Arabia
has not yet confirmed its
acceptance. %!

16th

October 2024

g Russia

TBD

Kazan

[69]
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BRICS In 2026

1.Brazil
2.Russia
3.India

4.China
5.South Africa
6.Eqgypt
7.Ethiopia
8.lran

9.United Arab Emirates (UAE)
10lndonesia

11. Saudi Arabia

Indonesia became the first Southeast Asian country to join BRICS as a full
member in January 2025 marking a significant expansion of the bloc.
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Brazil Presidency, 2025

AThe recent expansions have positioned BRICS as a
formidable global entity, representing approximately
half of the world's population and over 41% of the
global GDP (Purchasing Power Parity).

AThis growth enhancesBRICS'role in advocating for
the Global South and challenging traditional
Western-dominated economic structures.
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Curious Case of Saudi Arabia

AThe concept of "Partner Countries" was
Introduced In January 2025 as part of BRICS
expansion strategy to enhance its global reach
and influence.

Alt allows BRICS to engage with additional
countries  without granting them  full
membership , thereby expanding its political
and economic influence while maintaining the
core structure of the original bloc.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Inclusion of Partner Countries

A In January 2025, BRICS introduced a new category of "partner countries,"
expanding its collaborative framework. The nations granted this status include:

A Belarus

A Bolivia

A Cuba

A Kazakhstan
A Malaysia

A Nigeria

A Thailand

A Uganda

A Uzbekistan

A This initiative aims to strengthen economic and political ties with these countries,
enhancing BRICS' global reach.
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Partner Countries in BRICS

AThe processof admission asad part ner
C 0 U n tof BRACS is carried out In
stages

AFirst, informal  consultations are
conducted by the rotating presidency,
following criteria such as geographic
balance and maintaining good
diplomatic relations with all group
members.
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Partner Countries in BRICS

ANext, the group's leaders decide by
consensusto invite countries to join the
Opard owem tategony.

AOnce the consultations are concluded,
the announcement of new partners is
made asthey acceptthe invitation .
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BRICS 2026 India

Theme & Priorities

Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability

India's BRICS Chairship is guided by the theme "Building for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability”, reflecting a people-centric and humanity-first approach
articulated by the Hon'le Prime Minister at the 2025 Rio Summit.
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BRICS 2026 India

BRICS India 2026 Logo

The BRICS logo for India's Chairship beautifully blends tradition with modernity. The petals radiate the
vibrant colors of all BRICS member countries, highlighting their collective strength and unity.

At the centre, the graceful "Namaste" gesture captures India's timeless spirit of warmth, respect, and
harmonious collaboration.

Complementing this visual identity are the three core pillars of BRICS—Political & Security
cooperation, Economic & Financial partnership, and People-to-People exchanges—all subtly
represented through the logo's message of inclusivity, dialogue, and shared growth. Together, the
design reflects the broader BRICS vision of cooperation, sustainable development, and global
harmony.

\BR c,I
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What are the participation
categories at the BRICS?
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Members & Parthers

AThere are two participation categories at the BRICS
members and partners.

AThe eleven members & Brasil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, and the United Arab Emirates o participate in
all meetings, where the decision-making process is
based on CONSensus
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Members & Partners

AThe discussion about the partner country modality
resulted from the mandate established during the
Johannesburg Declaration and Its creation was
announced at the Kazan Summit, in October 2024

APartners are generally invited to participate in the
BRICS Chancellors and Leaders Summit; however,
they can also be present in other meetings if there is
consensusamong the members.

AThroughout 2024 over 30 countries expressed
Interest in participating in the BRICS, either as
members or partners.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Members & Parthers

AOther modalities of participation in BRICS meetings
iInclude the "BRICS Outreach", launched by South
Africa In 2013 and the "BRICS Plus", launched by
China in 2017,

AO BRI O8t r e asc & éneeting between BRICS
member countries and those from the geographic
region of the country currently holding the rotating
presidency who have beeninvited to such meeting.
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Members & Partners

A"BRICSPIus" is a meeting between BRICSmember
countries and invited countries that are not from
the geographic region of the country currently
holding the BRICSrotating presidency.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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How is Presidency of BRICS Eplseny Gozses

,@I%(Hﬁll@ggresidency rotates according

to the letters of its acronym.

Aln 2025 the presidency is under Br asi | & s
leadership.

AUp until the present moment, the
country holding the BRICS Presidency
follows the acronym order, its term
beginning on January 1st and ending on
December 31st each year.
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How Is Presidency of BRICS
Wld@d?ecent adhesion of new

members, a new rotation formula will
be discussed.

AThe temporary presidencies define the
priorities of the agenda and organize the
g r o ugmr@ual summit.

AThe Brazilian Presidency of the BRICS
will focus on international governance
reform and Global South cooperation.
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09).The 'Fortaleza Declaration', recently in the news, is related
to the affairs of

a) ASEAN
b) BRICS
c) OECD
d) WTO

(EF2 Awakening Toppers
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09).The 'Fortaleza Declaration', recently in the news, is related
to the affairs of

a) ASEAN
b) BRICS
c) OECD
d) WTO

)
<
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Explanation

A Fortaleza Declaration issued at the 6th BRICS Summit

AThe 6th BRICS summit was the sixth annual diplomatic
meeting of the BRICS, a grouping of major emerging
economies that includes Brazil, Russia, India, China and

South Africa .

AFortaleza, Brazil, on 15 July 2014 at the Sixth BRICS
Summit.

A Since its inception the BRICS have been guided by the
overarching objectives of peace,security, development and
cooperation.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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010).Which one of the following issues the 'Global Economic i Sleepy Classes
| — """’ Awakenmg Toppers
Prospects' report periodically ?

a) The Asian Development Bank

b) The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
c) The US Federal ReserveBank

d) The World Bank
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010).Which one of the following issues the 'Global Economic
Prospects' report periodically ?

(EF2 Awakening Toppers

a) The Asian Development Bank

b) The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
c) The US Federal ReserveBank

d) The World Bank
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Explanation

AWorld Bank publish the 'Global Economic Pr o s p eRepord s
periodically

A Global Economic Prospects is a World Bank Group report that
examines global economic developments, with a special focus on
developing countries, on a semiannual basis (in January and June).

A First published in 1998 the report provides both historical data and
economic forecasts

Someother reports issued by World Bank Group
U Easeof Doing Business
U World Development Report

Sleepy Classes
Awakening Toppers
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World Bank Group IBR[l<)1: International
Bank for
Reconstruction &
Development

IFC- International
Financial Corporation

IBRD IFC IDA ICSID MIGA DA - Intermation
Development
International Bank for International International International Centre Multilateral Association
Reconstruction and Finance Development for Settlement of Investment
Development, Corporation, Association, | Investment Disputes, | Guarantee Agency, ICSID - Centre for
est, 1945 est, 1956 est 1960 es. 1966 e, 1968 SCllEmEL o

Investment Disputes

MIGA - Multilateral
Investment Guarantee
Agency
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Global Economic Prospects

AThe World Bank's Global Economic Prospects (GEP)
report is published twice a year, specifically In
January and June.

AThis semiannual schedule allows the World Bank to
provide timely updates on global economic trends,

forecasts,and policy analyses,with a particular focus
on emerging markets and developing economies.
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Features of Global Economic
Prospects Report

AGlobal and regional economic forecasts for the
current and upcoming years.

AAnalytical chapters addressing pressing economic
Issues, such as inflation trends, debt sustainability,
and trade dynamics.

ASpecial focus sections on topics relevant to
policymakers and stakeholders in developing
countries.
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011).The terms 'Agreement on Agriculture', Agreement on the X Sleepy Classes
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measure' and WS ALascning Toppers
'PeaceClause' appear in the news frequently in the context of
the affairs of the

a) Food and Agriculture Organization

b) United Nations Framework Conferenceon Climate Change
c) World Trade Organization

d) United Nations Environment Programme
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O 11).The terms 'Agreement on Agriculture', Agreement on
the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measure' and
'PeaceClause' appear in the news frequently in the context of
the affairs of the

l AV AN

ho -Awakey{i'né pr}béké .

a) Food and Agriculture Organization

b) United Nations Framework Conferenceon Climate Change
c) World Trade Organization

d) United Nations Environment Programmed
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SPS Measures

ASanitary measures. Rules to protect human and
animal health.

APhytosanitary measures. Rules to protect plant
health .

Aln short, SPS measures are government actions to
ensure that food Is safe for consumers and that pests
and diseasesdo not spread acrossborders.
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Awakening Toppers

Basis of SPS Measures

AMeasures must be scientifically justified .
ACountries can set their own standards, but they must
be basedon:
A Scientific principles
A Risk assessment
A International standards (where possible)

SPS Measures = Safe Food + Healthy Animals + Healthy
Plants = SafeTrade
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Sanitary (Human/Animal Health)

Inspection of meat for diseases

Bans on beef from BSEaffected countries
(Mad Cow Disease)

Setting maximum pesticide residues in
vegetables

www.sleepyclasses.com

Phytosanitary (Plant Health)

Quarantine for imported plants

Requiring pest-free certificates for fruits

Restricting entry of wood products with
harmful insects
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Peace Clause

The Peace Clause is a temporary protection given to
developing countries (like India) at the World Trade
Organization (WTO).

Alt | _ says
Even if a country violates WTO rules while giving
subsidies to Iits farmers,

No one can challenge or punish that country under WTO
rules for now.

In simple words:

A0 Y oare doing something that normally would break the
rules, but we won't fight you about it n for the time
being.o
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Why Was Peace Clause Needed?

AWTO rules allow only limited farm subsidies
(usually up to 10% of the value of agricultural
production) .

ABut countries like India, which run large food
security programs (like subsidized rice and wheat to
poor people), feared crossing this 10% limit .

AThey wanted to help their farmers and feed their
poor without being dragged into WTO disputes.

Alt was first agreed at the Bali Ministerial Conference
of WTO in 2013.
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Present Status

Alndia has invoked the Peace Clause for the sixth
consecutive time, pertaining to the 202324
marketing year.

AThe country provided subsidies amounting to $6.81
billion for rice, which Is approximately 12% of the
total rice productlon value of $56.87 billion n
surpassing the WTO's permissible limit of 10% for
developing nations.

Alndia justified this by emphasizing that the support
alms to ensure food security for its poor and
vulnerable populations.
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Ministerial Conference

AThe highest decision -making body of the World
Trade Organization

AComprises trade ministers of all WTO member
countries

AMeets at least once every two years

AHas authority to:
ATake decisions on multilateral trade agreements
ALaunch new negotiation rounds
AAmend agreements (subject to procedures)
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AT Awakening Toppers

Ministerial Conference

ASets the direction of global trade governance

ANegotiates rules on:
A Agriculture
AServices
AlIndustrial goods
AFisheries
AE-commerce

AShapes dispute settlement reforms
Alnfluences global supply chains
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Awakem'ng Toppers
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A13th WTO Ministerial Conference
(MC13)

AHeld in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates

AFrom 26 February to 2 March 2024
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Awakening Toppers
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Membership Expansion

AComoros and Timor -Leste endorsed for
WTO membership.

AWTO membership increased to 166
countries (covering ~98% of world trade).
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Ministerial Conference

AThe inaugural Ministerial Conference took
place in Singaporein 1996

ASincethen, there have beenthirteen confer
ences,with the most recent one (MC13) he
Id In March 2024in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

AUpcoming  14h  WTO  Ministerial
Conference (MC14) In Yaounde,
Cameroon.
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Q 12).The area known as 'Golan Heights' sometimes appears Ak Classes
in the news in the context of the events related to B B

a) Central Asia
b) Middle East
c) South-EastAsia
d) Central Africa
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Explanation

<

AGolan Heights, is a hilly area overlooking the upper Jordan
River valley on the west.

AThe area was part of extreme southwestern Syria until 1967,
when it cameunder Israeli military occupation.

AIn December 1981 Israel unilaterally annexedthe part of the
Golan it held.
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Explanation

AThe Golan Heights are a rocky plateau in the
Levant region of Western Asia that was
captured by Israel from Syria in the 1967 Six-
Day War.

AThe international community, with the
exception of Israel and the United States,
generally regards the Golan Heights to be
Syrian territory held by Israel under military
occupation
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Explanation Ly Sieepy Classes

Aln the aftermath of the 1973Yom Kippur War,
In which Syria tried but failed to recapture the
Golan, Israel agreed to return about 5% of the
territory to Syrian civilian control.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Aln June 1967 during the Six-Day War, Israel launched
a preemptive strike against neighboring Arab states

AOn June 9, Israeli forces initiated an assault on the
Golan Heights, then under Syrian control.

ADespite the challenging terrain and fortified Syrian
positions, Israeli troops advanced rapidly .

ABy June 10, they had seized key areas, including the
city of Quneitra

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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@Awa‘k‘e‘mﬁg %opp.er‘s
International Legal Position

AThe United Nations Security Council N
Resolution 497 (1981) declared | sr ael 0s
Imposition of its laws In the Golan Heights
onull and void and without International
legal effecto.

AThe international community (excluding
the United States) continues to view the
territory as Syrian occupied land under
International humanitarian law.

AUN  General Assembly and other
International resolutions rteaffim Sy r i1 ao0s
sovereignty and call for return of the
territory .
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United States Recognition

Aln 2019 the United States under
President Trump became the only
country to recognise Israeli sovereignty
over the Golan Heights in a position that
still standsas of early 2026

AThis recognition is not accepted by the
broader international community .

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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@Awa‘k‘e‘mﬁg %opp.er‘s s
Diplomatic Negotiations

AU .S.-brokered talks between Israel and
Syria have gained some traction in early
2026 potentially Iinvolving a security
deal or even stepstoward normalisation,
Including discussion of a long-term
lease arrangement of Golan territory
and the opening of embassies

AHowever, formal peace or
comprehensive resolution over the
Golan Heights remains unresolved , due
to stark differences over sovereignty and
security guarantees

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



0O 13).Amnesty International is b3 Sleep

" Awakeniy\g Topperg

a) An agency of the United Nations to help refugees of civil
wars

b) A global Human Rights Movement

c) A non-governmental voluntary organization to help very
poor people

d) An inter-governmental agency to cater to medical
emergenciesin war-ravaged regions
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a) An agency of the United Nations to help refugees of civil
wars

b) A global Human Rights Movement

c) A non-governmental voluntary organization to help very
poor people

d) An inter-governmental agency to cater to medical
emergenciesin war-ravaged regions
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Explanation

AAmnesty International is a London-based non-governmental
organization focusedon human rights.

AAmnesty International is a global movement of more than 10
million people who take injustice personally.

AThe stated objective of the organization is to conduct research
and generate action to prevent and end abuses of human

rights.

AThereby demanding justice for those whose rights have been
violated .

Alt draws attention to human rights abusesand campaigns for
compliance with international laws and standards.
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Aln 1961 British lawyer Peter Benensonwas outraged when
two Portuguese _just for raising a toast to
freedom.

AHe wrote an article in The Observer newspaper and launched
a campaign that provoked an incredible response

AReprinted in newspapers across the world, his call to action

sparked the idea that
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AMNESTY ENGLISH

DONATE NOW
INTERNATIONAL

Take action now and make a difference

® =l I ed |-
CENSORSHIP AND FREEDOM OF CENSORSHIP AND FREEDOM OF po € . g HUMAN
EXPRESSION EXPRESSION . i ACTIVISTS

Free Saudi Arabia’s Russia’s war Demand a ceasefire by Free the wrongly

voices of change censorship laws must all parties to end imprisoned in
go civilian suffering Venezuela




QO 14).0 B i Garbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest
Landscapes'is managed by the

"‘b Awakenmg Toppers -

a) Asian Development Bank

b) International Monetary Fund

c) United Nations Environment Programmed
d) World Bank

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



QO 14).0 B i Garbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest
Landscapes'is managed by the

(EF2 Awakening Toppers

a) Asian Development Bank

b) International Monetary Fund

c) United Nations Environment Programmed
d) World Bank
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Explanation

Alt is an initiative by the World Bank

AThe Bio Carbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest
Landscapes(ISFL) is a multilateral fund, supported by donor
governments and managedby the World Bank.

AThe fund supports projects that generate © mu | t reverdue
streams, combining financial returns from the sale of emission
reductions. (Carbon credits).

AThe fund comprises over 20 projects divided into two
categories

U UNFCCC Clean Development Mechanism
U Verified Carbon Standard project

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Explanation

Aln 2013 the Bio Carbon Fund launched a new initiative to support
forest landscapes, namely the Initiative for Sustainable Forest

Landscapes(ISFL).

AISFL is capitalized via a new tranche of funding from the Biocarbon
Fund.

AThe initiative supports developing ¢ o u nt efioresssté reduce
emission through testing jurisdictional approaches that integrate
reducing deforestation and degradation .
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Explanation

AParticipants investing in the Biocarbon Fund include 6
governments and public entittes and 11 private
companies.

APrivate sector participants include oil & gas, utilities,
food & Dbeverage, iron & steel, chemicals &

pharmaceuticals, and agriculture .

AThe emission reductions that the Biocarbon Fund
purchases on behalf of its Participants are subsequently
transferred to them pro-rata their financial participation
In the fund.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Public Sector

Spain

Luxembourg

Canada

Italy

Ireland

France

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food
and Environmental Affairs

Ministry of Economy, Industry and
Competitiveness

Ministry of Finance

Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade
and Development

Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea

Department of Communications,
Climate Action and Environment

Agence francaise de développement

www.sleepyclasses.com

Private Sector
Japan

Switzerland
Spain

France

|demitsu Kosan - Petroleum refineries company
Japan Iron and Steel Federation
Japan Petroleum Exploration Co., Ltd.

Okinawa Electric Power Company
Sumitomo Joint Electric Power Co., Ltd.

Sumitomo Chemical
Suntory Holdings Limited

Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings, Inc.

Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture
Zerpemissions Carbon Trust, Sociedad Anonima

Eco-Carbone
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Q 15).India is member of which among the following? L Sleep

- Awakeniy\g Topperg

1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

2. Association of South-East Asian Nations

3. EastAsia Summit

Select the correct answer using the code given below
a) land 2only

b) 3only

c) 1,2and 3

d) India is a member of none of them
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1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

2. Association of South-East Asian Nations

3. EastAsia Summit

Select the correct answer using the code given below
a) land 2only

b) 3only

c) 1,2and 3

d) India is a member of none of them
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EAST ASIA SUMMIT

AEstablished in 2005 EAS allows the principal
players in the Indo-Pacific region to discuss
Issues of common Interest and concern, in an
open and transparent manner, at the highest
level.

ASince its inception, it has played a significant
role in the strategic, geopolitical and economic
evolution of EastAsia.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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@Awa‘k‘e‘mﬁg %opp.er‘s s
India & East Asia Summit

Alndia has been a founding member of the EAS
since 2005and has actively participated in all
Its meetings and activities.

Alndia views the EAS as a key platform for

enhancing its Act East Policy and
strengthening Its strategic partnership with
ASEAN and other regional countries.
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@Awa‘k‘e‘mﬁg %opp.er‘s s
India & East Asia Summit

AAt the East Asia Summit in Bangkok in
November 2019 India had unvelled | ndi a o0 s
Indo -Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI), which Is
ailmed at forging partnerships to create a
secureand stable maritime domain.
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EAST ASIA SUMMIT

(EF2 Awakening Toppers

AMembership of the EAS comprises the ten ASEAN
countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Burma, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam), Australia, China, India, Japan,
New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, the United
Statesand Russia

AThe 18 EAS member countries represent collectively
55% of the wo r | gapwdation and account for
around 55% of global GDP.
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EAST ASIA SUMMIT Sleepy Classes

Awakening Toppers

Alt is the only leader-led forum at which all key
partners meet to discuss political, security and
economic challengesfacing the Indo -Pacific.

AThe 18" East Asia Summit was held in Jakarta,
Indonesia on September6d7, 2023
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A Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a forum of 21 Asia-
Pacific economies

A APEC's member economiesare hometo more than 2.9 billion people
and make up over half of global GDP.

A APEC partners make up more than 70% of Australia's total trade in
goods and services

A Closer regional economic integration contributes to Australian
economic growth and prosperity .

A Australia was a founding memberof APEC in 1989

A APEC has been a successstory on regional economic integration,
acting asan incubator for new trade policy approaches.
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Asia-Pacific
Economic
Cooperation

1% of World Population
44% of World Trade
SOURCE:

51% of World GDP www.apec.org
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What iIs APEC and when was It
formed?

AThe Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a
regional economic forum established in 19891to foster
the growing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific region
and promote economic prosperity for its members.

AThe forum's 21 members are referred to as
"economies"” rather than countries, reflecting the focus
on trade and economic issues
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25

What iIs APEC and when was It
formed?

ANotably, Taiwan and Hong Kong participate as
distinct entities, despite China's claim that they are
Integral parts of China.

AAPEC's members are geographically located around
the Pacific Ocean and include Australia, Brunei, New
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Hong Kong, the
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Singapore, Thailand, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), China,
Japan, South Korea, Russia, Canada, the United

States, Mexico, Peru, and Chile .
www.sleepyclasses.com QO 1800-890-3043



What role has it played over the
years?

AThe Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) has
consistently advocated for free trade, the reduction of
trade barriers, and economic liberalization .

Aln its early years, APEC established its core objectives,
Including the creation of a liberalized free trade area
around the Pacific Rim.

AAPEC's initiatives have significantly contributed to the
development of a growing middle class in the
developing Asia-Pacific region.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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EAS, 2025

Aln Malaysia's capacity as Chair, H.E. Anwar
Iorahim, Prime Minister of Malaysia, delivered
the opening remarks for the 20" East Asia
Summit, 27 October 2025 in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.
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EAS, 2025

Aln the closing of the 47th ASEAN Summit,
Malaysia ceremonially handed over ASEAN
Chairmanship to the Philippines during the
Closing Ceremony of the 47th ASEAN Summit.

AThe Philippines will assume Chairmanship
over ASEAN on January 1st 2026 under the
theme 0 Navigating Our Future Together.0

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Areas of Cooperation by EAS

PEACE AND SECURITY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CLIMATE, ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY
COOPERATION

EDUCATION COOPERATION FINANCE HEALTH, INCLUDING PANDEMIC
DISEASES

COOPERATION ON NATURAL COOPERATION ON ASEAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND

DISASTER MANAGEMENT CONNECTIVITY TRADE

POVERTY ALLEVIATION FOOD SECURITY MARITIME COOPERATION

STRENGTHENING EAS INSTITUTIONAL TOURISM COOPERATION ADVANCEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT

CAPACITY OF WOMEN AND YOUTH

PARTICIPATION

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Q 16).In the Mekong -Ganga Cooperation, an initiative of Six A cepy Classes
countries, which of the following is/are not a participant/ wakening Toppers
participants?

Bangladesh

Cambodia

China

Myanmar

Thailand

Select the correct answer using the code given below

o &~ b

a) lonly

b) 2,3and 4
c) land3
d 1,2and5
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About Mekong River

AThe Mekong River is one of the world's
great rivers.

Alt is a Trans Boundary River in
SoutheastAsia

ACovering nearly 5000 km from its
source on the Tibetan Plateau in China
to the Mekong Delta, the river flows
through six countries:

AChina, Myanmar, Thailand, Lao PDR,
Cambodia and Vietnam.

AMekong River DOES NOT Enter India

e -



Mekong Ganga Cooperation

1. The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) is an
Initiative by six countries

2. India and 5ASEAN countries, namely, Cambodia,
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam for
cooperation in tourism, culture, education, aswell as
transport and communications.

3. It was launched in 2000at Vientiane, Lao PDR.

4. Both the Ganga and the Mekong are civilizational
rivers, and the MGC Initiative aims to facilitate closer
contacts among the people Iinhabiting these two
major river basins.
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Mekong River

Order (North to South)

O 01 A W N P

www.SleepyClasses.com

Country

China (called Lancang Rivein China)
Myanmar (Burma)

Laos

Thailand

Cambodia

Vietham

1806-890-3043
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Mekong River

Origin : Tibetan Plateau (China)

Length: About 4,350 km (7th longest river
In Asia)

Mouth : Flows Iinto the South China Sea

through the Mekong Delta In Vietham
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Q 17).With reference to the ‘Indian _Ocean Rim Association for I Slecpy Classes
Regional Cooperation (IORARC)', consider the following wakening Toppers
statements:

1. It was established very recently in response to incidents of
piracy and accidentsof oil spills.

2. It is an alliance meant for maritime security only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly

b) 2only

c) Bothland 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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What Is the IORA? and Its Formation

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) :

AComprises 23 countries from regions around the Indian
Ocean, including Africa, West Asia, South Asia, South
EastAsia, and Australia .

Alts primary governing body is the Council of Foreign
Ministers, convening annually and rotating
leadership every two years.

ACurrent leadership includes Sri Lanka as Chair and

India as Vice-Chair, placing the core of IORA In South
Asia.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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What Is the IORA? and Its Formation

IORA's Membership :

AConsists of 23 member countries, which include
Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, France, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman,
Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, UAE, and Yemen.

A Additionally, it maintains 11 dialogue partners:
China, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Italy, Japan,
South Korea, Russia, Turkiye, the U.K., and the U.S.
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What Is the IORA? and Its Formation

Formation and Origin :

AEstablished in 1997 initially named the Indian Ocean
Region-Association for Regional Cooperation, with its
Inception in Mauritius .

ARooted in a vision outlined by Nelson Mandela
during his visit to Delhi in 1995 as a guest of then
Prime Minister P.V.Narasimha Rao.
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What Is the IORA? and Its Formation ‘B wme™

AMandela proposed the concept of an "Indian
Ocean Rim of socioeconomic cooperation and
other peaceful endeavours" to foster
development among developing nations within
International organisations like the United

Nations, Commonwealth, and Non-Aligned
Movement.
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FI
=
F‘ﬁ f“‘mp?
rﬁ"l 2 N
F”'IT;F

P—:

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Member States

Promoting sustained growth and balanced development within the Indian Ocean
region, IORA strengthens cooperation and dialogue with Member States namely:

Commonwealth of Australia, People's Republic of Bangladesh, Union of Comoros, French Republic, Republic
of India, Republic of Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kenya, Republic of Madagascar, Malaysia,
Republic of Maldives, Republic of Mauritius, Republic of Mozambique, Sultanate of Oman, Republic of
Seychelles, Republic of Singapore, Federal Republic of Somalia, Republic of South Africa, Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka, United Republic of Tanzania, Kingdom of Thailand, United Arab Emirates and Republic
of Yemen.



Priority Areas

Priority Areas / Cross Cutting Issues

y

ANAA A

Maritime Safety & Security

i

Trade & Investment Facilitation

Fisheries Management

N '!
\
o

Disaster Risk Management

1

I §

Tourism & Cultural Exchanges

S

Academic, Science & Technology
Cooperation

(3

Blue Economy

ﬁh@

Women's Economic Empowerment
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[ndian Ocean Dialogue (IOD)

The Indian Ocean Dialogue (I0D), an initiative established as a stand-alone Track 1.5 level bringing together scholars, experts and policy
makers on several crucial issues relating to the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) for enhancing regional cooperation and sustainable
development in the Indian Ocean Region.

The first [OD was held in September 2014 and since then it has been institutionalised, and [ORA Member States have continued hosting the IOD.
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Current Chair

The current Chair is India which has assumed chairship in November 2025 and has a mandate of 2 years.

Bangladesh

Bangladesh
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QO 18).The term 'INndARC', sometimes In the news, Is the name
of

,; Awakening Toppers

a) An indigenously developed radar system inducted into
Indian Defense

b) India's satellite to provide servicesto the countries of Indian
OceanRim

c) A Scientific establishment setup by India in Antarctic region

d) India's underwater observatory to scientifically study the
Arctic region
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a) an indigenously developed radar system inducted into
Indian Defense

b) India's satellite to provide servicesto the countries of Indian
OceanRim

c) ascientific establishment setup by India in Antarctic region

d) India's underwater observatory to scientifically study the
Arctic region
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Explanation

A The deployment of INndARC, the ¢ o u n tfirsty thderwater moored
observatory in the Kingsford fjord, halfway between Norway and
the North Pole. (2014

A This representsa major milestone in | n d iseightific endeavors in
the Arctic region.

A The observatory is anchored at a depth of 192m and has an array of
10 state-of-the-art oceanographic sensors strategically positioned at
various depths in the water.

Alts researchgoal is to study the Arctic climate and its influence on
the monsoon.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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ODbjectives

AClimate Monitoring : To collect real-time data on
seawater temperature, salinity, currents, and

other vital parameters to understand the Arctic's
climatic conditions.

AMonsoon Studies: To study the influence of
Arctic climate variability on the Indian monsoon
system through climate modeling studies.

AlLong-term Data Collection: To overcome
challengesin obtaining near-surface data during
harsh Arctic winters by providing continuous
observations throughout the year.
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Q 19).Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action’, often seen  fmsleep JFCiosses

in the news, is S

a) a strategy to tackle the regional terrorism, an outcome of a
meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

b) aplan of action for sustainable economic growth in the Asia-
Pacific Region, an outcome of the deliberations of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Forum

c) an agenda for women's empowerment, an outcome of a
World Conference convened by the United Nations

d) astrategy to combat wildlife trafficking, a declaration of the
EastAsia Summit
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Q 19).'Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action', often seen o i A
wakening Toppers

In the news, IS

a) a strategy to tackle the regional terrorism, an outcome of a
meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

b) aplan of action for sustainable economic growth in the Asia-
Pacific Region, an outcome of the deliberations of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Forum

C) an agenda for women's empowerment, an outcome of a
World Conference convened by the United Nations

d) astrategy to combat wildlife trafficking, a declaration of the
EastAsia Summit

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Explanation

A The Fourth World Conferenceon Women held in Beijing in 1995

AThe legacy of the Beijing Conference was to be that it sparked a
renewed global commitment to the empowerment of women
everywhere and drew unprecedented international attention.

A The Conference unanimously adopted the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action.

AThat was in essencean agenda for women's empowerment and
stands as a milestone for the advancement of women in the 21

Century.

A0 T advance the goals of equality, development, and peacefor all
women everywhere in the interest of all h u ma n.i Bsijiag
Declaration, 1995.
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Q 20).Consider the following countries: f Aw;z;’;‘n;-;;g Classes
China

France
India
|srael

a b RE

Pakistan

Which among the above are Nuclear Weapons States as
recognized by the Treaty on the Non -Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, commonly known as Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty (NPT)?

a) land 2only
b) 1, 3,4and 5only
c) 2,4and 5only

d 1,2,3,4and 5
www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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China

France
India
Israel

a b RE

Pakistan

Which among the above are Nuclear Weapons States as
recognized by the Treaty on the Non -Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, commonly known as Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty (NPT)?

a) land 2only
b) 1, 3,4and 5only
c) 2,4and 5only

d 1,2,3,4and 5
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Non Proliferation Treaty

AThe NPT is a landmark international treaty whose objective is -
U To prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology.
U To promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

U To further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament and general
and complete disarmament.

A The Treaty represents theonly binding commitment in a multilateral
treaty to the goal of disarmament by the nuclear-weapon States.

A Opened for signature in 1968, the Treaty entered into force in 1970
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Non Proliferation Treaty

AOn 11 May 1995 the Treaty was extendedindefinitely .

AA total of 191 States have joined the Treaty, including the five
nuclear-weapon States

A The main countries remaining outside the NPT are Israel, India and
Pakistan, South Sudan.

ANorth Korea, which acceded in 1985 but never came into
compliance, announced its withdrawal from the NPT in 2003

AThe treaty defines nuclear-weapon states as those that have built
and tested a nuclear explosive device before 1 January 1967.

A Theseare USA (1945, Russia (1949, United Kingdom (1952, France
(1960, China (1969
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India & NPT

Alndia has always been an ardent supporter of multilateral nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation efforts.

Alndia opposed to signing the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

Alndia views it asdiscriminatory becauseof its grouping of countries
that divided the world into o nu c lheaa/reasido n u ¢ lhaver
not s O

Alndia proposed a comprehensive proposal for o ¢ o mp lamdt e
universal nuclear di s ar ma toethet WN General Assembly
Special Sessionon Disarmament in 1988

A This cameto be known asthe Rajiv Gandhi Action Plan.
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Country

IN India

pk Pakistan
1L Israel

kP North Korea

www.sleepyclasses.com

Reason

Never signed; maintains a nuclear weapons
program outside NPT.

Never signed; maintains a nuclear weapons
program outside NPT.

Never signed; follows a policy of deliberate
ambiguity (has not confirmed nor denied having
nuclear weapons).

Signed initially, but withdrew in 2003 ; pursued its
own nuclear weapons program.
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NPT

AThe Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) includes a built -

IN mechanism to review how the treaty Is
being implemented.

AThis is called the NPT Review Conference
(RevCon).
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NPT

It IS held to:

A Assess implementation of treaty
obligations

A Revi ew pr o-proliferatisnandn n o n

disarmament

A Address emerging nuclear chall e
A Adopt -bakingreanmmiments
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How Often Does It Take Place?

AEvery 5 years- The Review Conference is
held once every five years.
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What is Reviewed?

The Review Conference evaluates.

ANon -proliferation obligations
ADisarmament commitments (Article VI)
APeacefulusesof nuclear energy

AIAEA safeguardsand compliance

ARegional nuclear issues (Middle East,
DPRK, Iran etc.)
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Q 21).The term 'Regional Comprehensive Economic ‘;@5 cepy Classes
Partnership’ often appears in the news in the' context of the Wik e
affairs of agroup of countries known as

a) G20
b) ASEAN
c) SCO
d) SAARC
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REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
PARTNERSHIP (RCEP)

RCEPhascomeinto force w.e.f. 15t January 2022

What Is RCEP?

AThe Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP)Is atrade agreement between the member states of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
China, Japan,South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand.

AThe pact aims to cover trade in goods and services,
Intellectual property, etc.
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REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP (RCEP)
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SOUTH KOREA |

REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

AUSTRALIA

A
| NEW ZEALAND

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043




When was RCEP introduced?

A The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership was introduced
during the 19%th ASEAN meet held in November 2011

A The RCEP negotiations were kick -started during the 21st ASEAN
Summit in Cambodia in November 2012

China's role in RCEP

&= s
| N . % 49 r
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wakening Toppers

A RCEPwas pushed by Beijing in 2012to counter another FTA that was in
the works at the time:

A The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). The US-led TPP excluded China.

A However, in 2016 US President Donald Trump withdrew his country
from the TPP.

A Sincethen, the RCEP has become a major tool for China to counter the
US efforts to prevent trade with Beijing.
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When was it Signed?

D) Awakening Toppers

AlLeaders from 15 Asia-Pacific nations signed the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement on
15November 2020

A This was nearly eight years to the day after negotiations began
for the trade and investment accord.

AThe signing took place virtually during an RCEPLeader s &
Summit, timed to coincide with various other leadersdand
mi n i srmeetings @nong Asia-Pacific economies.
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ASEAN FTA Partnhers

AChina 8 ASEAN-China Free Trade Area (ACFTA)

Adapan 8 ASEAN -Japan Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (AJCEP)

ASouth Korea & ASEAN-Korea Free Trade Area
(AKFTA)

Alndia 8 ASEAN-India FreeTrade Area (AIFTA)

AAustralia and New Zealand 8 ASEAN -Australia -
New Zealand Free Trade Area (AANZFTA)

2 Awakem'mg Toppers N
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ASEAN )

7 Awakening Toppeks
Alt is an inter-governmental regional organisation
formed to promote political, economic, and

security cooperation among Southeast Asian
nations.

AEstablished in 1967 with the signing of the
Bangkok Declaration, its founding members were
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
and Thailand.

AASEAN currently has 10 member countries:
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Brunel, Vietham, Laos, Myanmar, and
Cambodia.
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ASEAN ot i B
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AHeadquarters: Jakarta, Indonesia

AThe ASEAN Community comprises three pillars:
the Political-Security Community, the Economic
Community and the Socio-Cultural Community.

ATwo of its core operating principles are consensual
decision-making and noninterference in the
internal affairs of its members.

Aln line with ASEAN centrality, ASEAN sees itself
as a platform for intergovernmental cooperation
throughout the entire Asia -Pacific.
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ASEAN

ATimor-Leste became a member state of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations on 26
October 2025 during the 47th ASEAN Summit,
finishing atwo -decadeaccessionprocess

AThe island nation was recognised as an observer to
ASEAN soon after it gained independence in May
2002

ABy 2007 all of its political parties supported closer
ties with the organisation, and leaders declared a
"strategic decision" to seekmembership.

2 Awakem'mg Toppers N
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ASEAN

AThe country applied for membership in 2011, and
ASEAN agreed in principle to admit the country
and make it aformal observerin 2022

ATimor -Leste has the smallest GDP in the ASEAN
by far.

Alts GDP is lessthan 15% of Laos, the member state
with the second-smallest GDP.

2 Awakem'mg Toppers N
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Accession Requirements

Ricepy Classes
The ASEAN Charter defines the following

criteria for membership:

AThe state must be geographically located
In SoutheastAsia.

AThe state must be recognised by all ASEAN
member states

AThe state must agree to be bound by
the ASEAN Charter
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Accession Requirements

2 A’wayk‘em'mg Top‘peks o
The state must be able and willing to carry out

the obligations of membership such as:

AMaintaining embassiesin all current member
countries of the bloc

AAttending all ministerial meetings and
summits

AAcceding to all treaties, declarations and
agreementsin the bloc
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Q 22).Consider the following statements: L3 Sleep

- Awakeniy\g Topperg

1. The International Solar Alliance was launched at the United
Nations Climate Change Conferencein 2015

2. The Alliance includes all the member countries of the United
Nations.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly

b) 2only

c) Bothland 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2.
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1. The International Solar Alliance was launched at the United
Nations Climate Change Conferencein 2015

2. The Alliance includes all the member countries of the United
Nations.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly

b) 2only

c) Bothland 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2.

www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043



Explanation

Alndia and France have launched an International
Solar Alliance to boost solar energy in developing
countries.

AThe initiative was launched at the UN Climate
Change Conferencein Parisin 2015(215t COP)

Alt will be a common platform for cooperation among
solar resource rich countries lying fully or practically
betweenthe Tropics of Cancerand Capricorn.
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EXplanation Sleepy Classes

Awakening Toppers

AThe UN General Assembly has conferred Observer
Status to the International Solar Alliance

AThis is a historic decision which India said would
help provide for a well -defined cooperation between
the Alllance and the United Nations that would
benefit global energygrowth and development.
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Additional Information

AAs of April 2025 the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) comprises 105full member countries that have
signed and ratified its Framework Agreement.

AAdditionally, there are 17 signatory countries that
have signed but not yet ratifled the agreement,
bringing the total to 122 participating nations.

AThe alliance is a treaty -based inter-governmental
organization .

ACountries that do not fall within the Tropics can join
the alliance and enjoy all benefits as other members,

with the exception of voting rights.
www.sleepyclasses.com O 1800-890-3043
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Additional Information Awakening Toppers

AThe framework agreementof the International Solar
Alliance opened for signatures in Marrakesh,
Morocco.

Aln January 2016 Narendra Modi, and the then French

President Francois Hollande jointly laid the
foundation stone of the ISA Headguarters In
Gurugram, India .
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Is There a Legal Exit Process?

ASince ISA is treaty-based, withdrawal is
governed by its Framework Agreement.

AUnder Article XVI of the ISA Framework
Agreement:

Member State may withdraw by:

A Giving written notification to the
Depositary  (Government  of  India)
A Withdrawal takes effect one year after
the date of receipt of notification
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